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Lesson 37 Talks at the Yan’an Forum on
Literature and Art

Mao Zédong

Mao Zedong (1893-1976) was born into a peasant family in Xiangtan #{# , Hunan Province
WG4 . After graduating from Hunan Middle School in 1912, he went to Peking and worked as an
assistant at the National Peking University Library where he met Li Dazhao ZEXK 41 (1889-1927), Chen
Duxiu [ 55 (1880-1942) and other leftists. In October 1921 Mao and twelve other representatives
attended the first meeting of the Chinese Communist Party in Shanghai. He later established a branch
of the Party in Hunan and became the First Secretary of the branch. After many years of struggle against
the Nationalist government, he led the Red Army from Hunan to Shaanxi Province [ 7§44 in the “Long
March” of 1934-1935.

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, Mao became the leader of the nation.
In 1966 he launched the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution to purge other Communist leaders. He
continued to be the all powerful leader of the nation until his death.

Mao’s “Talks at the Yan’an Forum on Literature and Art” 76 5E %302 BRSO BTG were
delivered in May 1942. In these talks, he laid down a definitive policy on the course of literary
development in China. Art and literature, which Mao regarded as tools of politics, were to serve the
Party and government, not the artists themselves. His views were obviously influenced by the early
Marxists and his literary standards were similar to those in the Soviet Union. Because of his pre-
eminent position as the unchallenged leader of the Chinese Communist Party, his ideas have had
widespread influence since.

Required new characters:

#  yao B¢ shin t# duan & mo
Hl  xido H  gan %  lian PR shi
#R fa Wi bin X oxi i mao
YL oji B ce B shi
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I RUSE o RFER SRR A« AR BT -
I 1~ AT « FURAFEL - SRBLR T TR -

i~ AR + SCPURIRTE o YR R S MR R ARG - Mg
| FEE AR
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| I RS R A A A 0 o
| 0 B o AR R B+ AR 24 K RO B s
H ) =R - K o (B 0 ST+ RS R TR - R
T o R RSB - IR o SR ARSI AR Bt
RO+ St e BB LR B s o SEB - RAEHEVFS K BT A
AR ARANAIRRE T RS -

(BT Rz AEEmY))

E¥N xuéshi academic
ES 4 dudyuanhua pluralization
ENL touminghua frank, candid
‘ ‘ RS chinchd to root out
T T Haixid héping peace between China and Taiwan (here 8
referring to the both sides of the Taiwan
‘ \ Straits; I, same as 1)
g Ik hiixia strait; channel (such as Z i FIVEFU, English
Channel)
i zhéngduan dispute
Xt didui to be hostile
HH quxiao to abolish
' X M jianndn to be difficult (&, same as &)
| pic} jian difficult L
| - yidai one generation
Wik nizhudn to turn around
| bl ni counter
G zhéngql to strive for
| B éncl to bestow (as a favor)
| 15 ci to bestow
GSE7» kinrio to be disturbed

baoding to charish
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Yén’ an (in Shanxi Province)

Weényi literature and arts

zuodtanhui round table discussion, forum
jiélu excerpt

yinyan introduction, introductory remark
yaoji to invite to come together, summon together
yao to invite

jidohuan to exchange

jiéyl by way of; so as to

zhanxian front (military)

jiuzhong among them

wén civil (opposite to military)

wi military

zhanshéng to win over

yikao to depend on

tudnjié to unite

bibukéshdo indispensable

A LAl AR 3L~ BB R

|
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ERAE - 8 BEFIRR ~ TAEXE R ~ T sn e g
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X zhi (measure for %2\ )
TERE xingchéng to form
B Rz shiying to adapt
- Hidg dipdn territory
H 55 xidorud to weaken
s remark Hi xido to pare, slice off
-, summon together (SRS EE ] “yi shilidng dui “quantity vs, quality”
zhiliang”
VI duikang Oppose, resist against
5 ybuchéngji to have a good result
fid! bumén section, department
217 néizhan civil war
: #a jiéhé to unite, combine
M*Fyﬁﬂiﬁ congzhong géduan to separate in the middle
A yOuli to be powerful
By wiigi weapon
R ) e téngxinténgdé to be of one mind and one virtue
s lichdng standpoint
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G+ ARSI o PR AR FTABE » FRATHN BT o 1 BAT AZR St A
R B KRk RS - RN B TR AREEA - WA R
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rénmindazhong people, masses

i T ddngxing partism, party spirit; the qualities (as a party

member)

B mingqué to be clear

B gésong to eulogy, praise

Py baolu to disclose, expose

S A xianféngdui vanguard, forerunner, pioneer

L3 E cdnbao to be cruel

2T qiishi tendency, direction

337 giili to encourage

R jinmin soldiers and civilians

L7 zanydng to praise, commend

3= quédiin shortcoming

luohou to be backward
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kil fudan burden
g naixin patience
foHk baofu burden, unnecessary load (communist);
package
#R fia package
RiSS jidnchi to obstinate
e pidnmian one-sidedness, exparte
YL jixiao to tease (Vl, same as %)
YL jt tease
€ dishi be hostile to
B~ H - Tk Shénganning- the Border Region of Shanxi, Gansu and
bianqu Ningxia Provinces (B, same as )
e shin Shanxi Province
H gan Gansu Province
gkl Hu4béi North China
i Hudzhong Central China
Bheveo o 32 yi......wéizhit with...as the main element
L zhiyudn functionary, employee
% 5 didnyudn shopkeeper
PN kuoda to enlarge, extend
W2t

géjué to set apart, cut off from
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weildi
zhanshi
shizi
dizhé
ban

ce

jitijingduanlian

duan

lian

zhongdayiyi

shuxi

X1

ddngzhéngjiguan

Bélujan

Xinsijan

yingxiong wi
yongwul zht di

shéngshn

future

soldier

to know how to read
reader

edition

copy (measure for 13)

to have gone through a long period of training:
and discipline (%, same as )

forge

to refine

great significance

to be familiar

know

party and governmental organizations
the Eighth Route Army p

the New Fourth Army O
to be placed in a position which does nOLUSE
one’s talents

to be unfamiliar
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i ANELSE P55 35 0k - i L STy

sparse

to be empty, hollow

sandwiched in, mixed with
arbitrarily made up, strangely coined
stand opposite to each other

neither fish nor fowl

sentences, expressions

mass line

to identify...with.. ., to form one integral
whole with. ..

to appreciate

the more (one) showes off of (one’s) seniority
doesn’t buy, doesn’t take it (colloquial)

test (on one’s patience and ability)

to grind, polish

to form (a habit)

to carry (on shoulder)

to be not fit
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weicéng have not
1P shi dung, manure, nightsoil
se— Ak, 14i yige bidnhua have a change
WA A gégebuiru incompatible
A i ziming self styled
ER Zuojia writer
PR AL xianshi reality
BER zhuiqid to pursue
HEH chaojigji above class
APk rénxing human nature
JseAl xuxin to be humble
A liwai exception

zhuangkuang situation




